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S-E-C-R-E-T 


THREAT O F SABOTAGE 

TO THE MINING AND METALS INDUSTRY OF KATANG_ 


The rapid deterioration of the Tshombe regime in Katanga Pro '' lnce 
of the Republic of the Congo poses the threat of extensive 
province's industrial facilities. Among these, the mm 

me giant Union Miniere du Haul Katanga (UMHK) are a prime target. On 
1 January 1963, Tshombe stated that unless the United Nations accepted a 
ease -fire he would put into effect his long threatened 

of Tshombe 1 s forces, the prolonged loss of production by UMHK, which 

produces large quantities of copper, cobalt ^ the economic 

host of other metals and minerals would be J received us $44 mil- 

and political stability of the Congo. In 19b0 Ka g income 

lion from this company, a sum equal to about haU of ^“le budget a - f _ 

Of the Republic of the Congo m that year. 2/ A1 Lthough the the P wor ld, 

tion would be serious to the Congo, the mpac upon negligible 

with the possible exception of Belgium, probably would be negligibl 

j. Na ture of the Facilities 

The facilities of the Union Miniere include the entire gamut of mines 

and plants that normally are associated with a Marge, d ^ B ' f ^ ^neces- 
complex mining and metallurgical operation plus -such auxil y b 

sary facilities as power-generating plants, transmission ’ 

tics" coal mines, cement plants, liying quarters and hosprtals.J/ 
nf the facilities are mechanized, modern, an y 

metal processing installations are at rvu electric 

All of these facilities are electrified to an unusual degree. The ^ ctr 
power is supplied primarily by four large hydroelectric powerplant , _/ 
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of which the largest and newest is located at Le Marine ; _ 
hydroelectric powerplants are in Delcommune, Francqui, and B . J 
In addition, there are small thermal powerplants at Jadotville an 
Elizabeth ville . (See Figure 2 for locations of plants and transmission 

lines. ) 
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I, Im pact of Loss of Production upon the Rest of the World 

The output of products exported in 1961 by the UMHK totaled about 
US $240 million and represented about 60 percent of the total exports of 
the Congo. 27/ As shown by the tabulation below, the UMHK produces 
some metals"” in quantities of significance in relation to world output. 


Commodity 

UMHK Output in 19^1 
(Short Tons) 

UMHK Output in 196l 
as a Percent 
of World Output 

Cadmium 

Copper 

Cobalt 

Germanium 

Zinc 

10,4-00 a / 

325,400 a/ 

9,259 a / 

15 b / 

62,799 a/ 

6 a/ 

7 S// 

58 a/ 

30 c/ 

2 a / 

a. 28/ 

b. 29/ 

c. 30/ 
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Most of the mineral output of the UMHK is exported, largely to Bel- 
gium other Western European countries, and to the Unite a es. 
bulk of the blister copper, cobalt-copper alloy, zinc concentrates, an 

miirpnl-rates are shipped to Belgium for further refining, 
germanium concentrates are stupp b lectrolytic cobalt. 31/ 

The principal direct export to the United States is eiecrroiyu — 

Neither the United States nor the Western European countries other 
than Belgium would be affected significantly by a lack of supplies resu 
‘^ from a cessation of production in Katanga, even if the plan s were 

down for several months. Commercial stocks of these ’Cfna decrease 
United States and Belgium are adequate to cover any result g h 

in supplies for 3 or 4 months. Furthermore, within a few months the 
copper production in other countries, notably the United States, RWesia, 
Chile and Canada, would be increased. On the other hand, e e gi 
copper refining and fabricating industries, which depend heavily on rmports 

from Katanga, would suffer some hardship. Alth ° Ugh th ® P^^^states 
cobalt in other countries could not be increased sharp Y> f 

possesses large surplus stocks that could be drawn upon m the event of a 
nrolonged shutdown. Also, US stockpiles could provide any necessary sup- 
XTcaSum, zinc, and copper. Kittle information i is av.^. regard- 
ing germanium stocks, but in the event of a cessation of P rodu ^ 

Katanga, the needed supplies probably could be obtained from Southwest 
Africa. 32/ Data on the US stockpiles of selected metals produced m 
UMHK facilities are as follows 33/: 


Short Tons 


Metals 

Copper 

Cobalt 

Cadmium 

Zinc 

Present 

Maximum 

Objective 

Present 
Inventory 
(As of 30 Sep- 
tember 1962) 

Excess 

over Present 
Objective 

1,000,000 

9,500 

3,250 

178,000 

1,136,000 

48,482 

8,595 

1,581,000 

136,000 

38,982 

5 , 3^5 

1 , 403,000 
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Figure 2 


Power Plants and Transmission Lines in Katanga 



16. Shangulowe 

17. Kazibizi 

18. Sesa 

19. ShamitubaW 

20. Kambove< e > 

21. Kolobi 

22. Likasi 

23. Shituru 

24. Kansongwe 

25. Luishia< e > 

26. Tshandwe 

27. Kamwali< c > 

28. Prince Leopolds 

29. Kiswishi 

30. Lukuni 

3 1 . Luiswishi tel 

32. Ruoshi< e > 

33. Star of the Congo 


34. Musoshi 

35. Kipapiia 

36. Kinsenda 

37. Komikuba 
SMELTERS 

1. Kolwezi 

2. Lubumbashi 
REFINERIES 

Kolwezi 
t- Jadotville 
3- Jadotville 
HYDROELECTRIC 
PLANTS 

1. Centrale Le Marinel 

2. Centrale Delcommune 

3. Centrale Bia 

4. Centrale Frtmcqui 


NOTEJ(C) offer a mine name indicates cobalt with copper. 
(Z) offer o mine name indicates zinc with copper. 
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